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Vincent Simeone, master plantsman, offers ideal evergreens for landscaping purposes.

Great Landscape Evergreens, the fourth book in Simeone’s informal series, provides great

insight on how evergreens can be used to best effect in the landscape—as winter inter-

est; as borders, hedges, and living fences; and as screens to block unsightly views and to

offer privacy.

Simeone includes detailed entries for more

than 80 species, including conifers, broadleaf

evergreens, and some deciduous and semi-ever-

green shrubs, describing each plant’s size,

shape, color, flower, light and soil requirements,

hardiness zones, and uses in the landscape.

Beautiful photographs show evergreens used in

the landscape. Planting and care instructions

round out the book, along with a list of “Vinnie’s

Top Fifteen Screening Plants.”
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Zones 6–8.

Excessive pruning of cherry laurel should be avoid-

ed, since this could ruin its spreading growth habit.

Selective pruning can be done in early spring while the

plant is still dormant, or modest maintenance pruning

can be performed right after flowering. It is imperative

that cherry laurel be used in an informal planting

rather than pruned formally; the Notable Varieties,

especially, are best in informal groupings.

NOTABLE VARIETIES

Both of these varieties are very effective in mass plant-

ings or small groupings in a shade garden. They can

also be effective as a low screen or informal hedge.

‘Otto Luyken’. This is a rather compact variety,

growing only 3–4 ft. tall and 6–8 ft. wide.

‘Schipkaensis’.This common selection has long, thin

leaves and a wide-spreading growth habit. Established

plants can grow 5–6 ft. tall, with twice the width.

Prunus lusitanica (Portuguese laurel)

Portuguese laurel, a lesser-known species than cherry

laurel, has smooth, lustrous leaves and, in late spring,

long, white, fragrant flowers. Reddish maroon fruits

eventually ripen and also offer an interesting display.This

rather handsome large shrub is a refreshing break from

the norm and is worthy of selection for the home garden.

A mature plant reaches 10–20 ft. tall and wide. It

seems to tolerate heat, full sun, and wind better than

cherry laurel. Overall, it’s a very effective shrub, espe-

cially in the mild climates of the Pacific Northwest

region of the United States, and is hardy from Zones
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Lustrous leaves of cherry laurel

Dense, upright habit of cherry laurel

Spreading habit of ‘Schipkaensis’ cherry laurel

Grouping of ‘Otto Luyken’ cherry laurel in shade

Cherry laurel in bloom

Portuguese laurel foliage
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Buxus spp.

Boxwoods

Many of the plants in this book are a bit of a diver-

gence from the norm, but there are some old favorites

we come back to. For centuries one of the most popu-

lar and signature evergreens for hedges and foundation

plantings has been boxwood (Buxus spp.). Today main-

stream plants like boxwood are often overlooked

because of the draw of more exciting species of ever-

greens emerging onto the market. However, boxwood

can still be found in many landscape applications,

from formal hedges to informal mass plantings to topi-

ary (sculpting into desired shapes, such as geometric

or animal figures).

Unfortunately, boxwood is a rather finicky plant,

requiring good drainage and fertile soil as well as

adequate moisture. In addition, several serious insect

pests and diseases make boxwood somewhat of a high-

maintenance liability in a residential landscape. Often

horticulturists recommend Japanese holly (Ilex crena-

ta) as a substitute because it is much more durable.

Although boxwood is not typically considered an

ideal evergreen for the home garden, I’d like to

mention a few selections that are worthy of land-

scape use.

Buxus sempervirens 

(common boxwood, common box)

Common boxwood may be the most widespread

species of boxwood and if it is given the right environ-

mental conditions and used correctly, it is quite

elegant. With pruning, this plant can be maintained
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Gold dust plant makes a bold statement in the land-

scape and is suitable in groupings and mass plantings.

It can make a very effective screen in a shade garden. It

is also very effective as an accent plant because of its

variegated leaves. Gold dust plant is hardy from Zones

7–10, but it will grow in Zone 6 in a protected location.

Berberis julianae

Wintergreen barberry

An upright, mounded evergreen, wintergreen barberry

has thick, glossy, green leaves that change to bronzy red

during the cold winter months.Wintergreen barberry is

a vigorous grower that forms a dense, rounded mass of

growth reaching 6–8 ft. or more in height. In early

spring, bright golden yellow flower clusters develop

along each stem. These attributes make wintergreen

barberry a four-season plant.

Wintergreen barberry is an extremely resilient shrub,

tolerating most soil types, provided they are well

drained. They tolerate shade but thrive in full sun. For

best results this evergreen barberry should be planted in

moist, acidic, well-drained soil. Wintergreen barberry is

remarkably tolerant of heat, drought, cold, and sandy or

heavy clay soil. It’s also very tolerant of seashore condi-

tions of salt spray and wind.

Since barberry has sharp thorns several inches long,

siting should be carefully considered when planting this

shrub. You don’t want it to be a threat to draw blood

while your family and you are trying to relax and enjoy

the yard. However, few shrubs will be as effective as a

barrier hedge or screen.

Wintergreen barberry is also effective in mass plant-

ings or groupings. Because it is tolerant of pruning,

wintergreen barberry can be trained as a formal hedge

or as an informal hedge, depending on the intended

purpose. ‘William Penn’, a hybrid barberry with similar

features to wintergreen barberry, is a popular garden

variety with a semi-dwarf growth habit. Hardy from

Zones 5–8.

Mass planting of gold dust plant

Speckled foliage of gold dust plant

Hedge of common boxwood

Boxwood and yew in a formal English garden
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